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We love hearing about your visit! Share your pictures, questions,
and favorite parts of the tour on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

@ArlingtonNatl
#ANCEducation #TUSatANC



ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY WALKING TOUR

TOMB OF THE School

Version

UNKNOWN SOLDIER

Starting Point: Section 5 (0.3 miles from Welcome Center) Exertion Level: Medium

Length: 2 miles
There are three types of stops on this walking tour:

HONOR stops
mark the
gravesites of
specific individuals.

REMEMBER stops

commemorate
@ events, ideas, or

groups of people.

Why this tour? The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier occupies an important place in American
civic identity. It's a place to honor military service and sacrifice, a place to mourn a loved
one, and a memorial with historical and national significance.

EXPLORE stops
invite you to discover
what this history
means to you.

®

This walking tour combines sites in the cemetery that invite reflection on the sacrifices of
those who gave not only their lives, but who also lost their names and identities in the
service of the United States. Optional stops listed at the end of the tour visit the graves of
individuals who participated in the burial of the World War | Unknown Soldier. This tour is
designed for school groups, tour groups, or other visitors seeking a meaningful learning
experience in a limited amount of time. For more detailed information about these and
other individuals, please see our other tours.

This walking tour includes:
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Crowd at the funeral of the World War | Unknown Soldier, The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and a Tomb Guard, 2018.
Arlington National Cemetery, November 11, 1921. (LOC) (ANC/Elizabeth Fraser)

THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER
THE IDEA

« World War | ended on November 11,1918.
* Countries had to decide how to honor the thousands of dead — both known and unknown.

* Great Britain and France each interred an Unknown Soldier to honor all service members from the war.

* Armistice Day (November 11) 1920:
— Great Britain interred its Unknown in Westminster Abbey in London.
— France interred its Unknown at the Arc de Triomphe in Paris.

» December 1920: World War | veteran and U.S. Congressman Hamilton Fish Jr. introduced legislation
for an American unknown soldier to be interred in a tomb at Arlington National Cemetery.

* The Unknown Soldier would represent the nearly 2,000 unknown American soldiers buried in Europe.
* The Tomb would be a central location to mourn and remember those who had been lost in the war.

THE WORLD WAR I UNKNOWN

» October 24,1921: Sgt. Edward Younger (Stop 8) chose the Unknown Soldier from among four identical
caskets in Chalons-sur-Marne, France.

» The three other caskets were reburied in the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery in France.
» The Unknown Soldier was transported to the United States aboard the USS Olympia.

* November 9, 1921: the USS Olympia arrived at the Washington Navy Yard.

» The Unknown Soldier lay in state at the U.S. Capitol building for two days.

» Approximately 90,000 visitors came to honor the Unknown at the Capitol.

* November 11, 1921: State funeral for the Unknown Soldier, Memorial Amphitheater, Arlington National
Cemetery.

— Alarge military procession from the U.S. Capitol to Arlington National Cemetery included President
Warren G. Harding, former President and current Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court William H.
Taft, former President Woodrow Wilson, General John J. Pershing, members of the House and Senate,
and various civilian and veterans’ organizations.

— The event was broadcast to New York, Chicago and San Francisco over long-distance telephone wires.
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Aerial view of Arlingten National Cemetery and Memorial Amphitheater, 1919. (LOC)

» TheJames R. Tanner Amphitheater (near
Arlington House) was the cemetery’s original
amphitheater.

* National Veterans Day and Memorial Day
ceremonies are held in the Amphitheater.

* Memorial and funeral services held here 2 (15§ : ,
include: = 17 ==
Veterans Day Observation, ,2018-(U.S:Army/Elizabeth Fraser)

» Each Unknown Soldier
» Colonel Charles Young TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER
» General of the Armies John J. Pershing WALKING TOUR
The entrance to Memorial Amphitheater is off of Memorial
Drive. You are allowed to enter the Amphitheater and walk

AMPHITHEATER DESIGN among the benches or along the balconies. Please be aware
« Inscriptions on the frieze above the 't;:ﬁt :\hthZEtr) of the Unknown Soldier lies just behind the
colonnade list 44 battles fought by the U.S. Pl '
military, from the American Revolution
through the Spanish-American War. A NATIONAL SHRINE
* Names of 14 U.S. Army generals and 14 U.S. » The construction of Memorial Amphitheater marked a
Navy admirals (all from before World War 1) new stage in the cemetery’s significance as a national
are inscribed on either side of the stage. shrine.
Learn more in the Memorial Amphitheater » The cemetery was chosen as the location for the Tomb
Centennial online exhibit: of the Unknown Soldier because of Memorial
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Memorial- Amphitheater and the national significance it gave the
Amphitheater-100 cemetery.

BUILDING AND DEDICATION TIMELINE

1913
Early 1900s Congress authorized 1919
Tanner Amphitheater could not construction of Memorial , Construction
accommodate the large crowds that Amphitheater completed
came for important ceremonies

The Grand Army of the

Republic* petitioned oresident Wood

Congress for a larger resident Woodrow

amphitheater Wilsonplacedthe ~ May 15,1920
1908 cornerstone

Oct. 13,1915

Dedication
ceremony

*an organization for U.S. Civil War veterans



https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Memorial-Amphitheater-100
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OPTIONAL ADDITIONAL STOPS

If time permits, other notable gravesites connected to the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier can be found on the south side of the cemetery. Even if
you do not have time to visit today, these people have stories worth telling.

Section 18,
Grave 1918-B

Section 18,
Grave 1918-B

Section 18, Grave

Charles C. Pierce
Edward Younger

Frank Witchey

1912-C-1
African Americans in the GRS Section 19
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We love hearing about your visit! Share your pictures, questions,
and favorite parts of the tour on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

@ArlingtonNatl
#ANCEducation #TUSatANC




COLONEL

CHARLES C. PIERCE

WALKING TOURSTOP 7
Section 15A, Grave 7

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE:
* BorninSalem, New Jersey
» Married Frances Rees Pierce
» Had one daughter

CAREER:

» Served as an Army Chaplain in the Western states
during the 1880s-1890s where duties included care
of the dead

» Appointed to the Office of Identification and U.S
Army Morgue in Manila during the Spanish-
American War

» Perfected new techniques for identifying war dead,
maintaining accurate records, and transferring
remains stateside for burial

» Casualty information was compared to bodies
exhumed from war graves

e Returned to the United states in 1908 and became
an Episcopal minister

» Recalled to service during World War |

* Named chief of newly created Quartermaster
Graves Registration Service

» Responsible for burial and identification of all American war dead in Europe

» Achieved 97 percent identification rate for all American war dead

TOMB OF THE
UNKNOWN SOLDIER
WALKING TOUR

Turn right at the intersection of
Farragut and McPherson Drives.
Pierce’s headstone is at the end of
the fourth row, adjacent to
McPherson Drive. Note his relatives
Eloise and Ethel interred beside him.

* In 1921, he and his wife returned to France to inspect the development of American cemeteries.

» They both died of iliness while in France, and their bodies were returned to the United States.

LEGACY:

* Founder of the Army’s first modern mortuary affairs system

* Recommended the implementation of aluminum identification tags into the standard Army uniform.
These tags became a staple of the Army to ensure easier identification of bodies. You may recognize them

today as “dog tags.”

* Increased the identification of war dead from 60 percent in the American Civil War to 97 percentin

World War |



* IDENTIFYING AND *
BRINGING HOME WAR DEAD

» Before the establishment of
national cemeteries in 1862,
American service members were
often buried near the places they
fell in battle.

» No formal process existed to mark
graves or notify family.

Spanish-American and Philippine-American Wars:

* Service members who died abroad were
repatriated (brought back to the United States)

by the U.S. government. —1—3 A S—_ LR R
Repatriated Spanish-American War dead awaiting burial a
World War I Arlington National Cemetery, 1898. (LOC)

* In1917,the American Graves Registration
Service (GRS) was organized. L

* The GRS identified, exhumed and registered the
burials of American servicemen.

» U.S. government policy was to “return all remains
requested by next of kin to any location in the
United States at no cost to the family.”

 Unidentified or unrequested remains were buried v i
in six new overseas American cemeteries. o : A\

The remains of Korean War veteran Cpl. Larry Dunn were
World War Il: positively identified and returned home for burial 65 years after he

was reported MIA. (U.S. Army/Eben Boothby, 2016)

* American service members were buried in 300
temporary cemeteries across Europe, North

Africa, Asia and the South Pacific. Repatriation. to return someone or something, in this

case war dead, to their home country
* The U.S. government again returned all requested
remains.

» Unrequested and unidentified remains were

buried in permanent American cemeteries REFLECTION ACTIVITY:

around the globe.
Why do you think the U.S. military

Korean War: makes such an effort to identify and
* The United States changed its policy to repatriate the remains of fallen service
concurrent return. members?
» All bodies, whether requested by the next of kin
or not, were returned to American soil during the What is meaningful to you about
war. visiting an individual’s gravesite?

Vietnam War:

» Unidentifiable remains were virtually eliminated
due to:
— Concurrent return policy
— Rapid evacuations by helicopters

— Advances in forensic identification methods
Today:

» Everyone who joins the U.S. military provides a DNA sample, which allows for nearly 100 percent
identification of remains.

» Some situations result in multiple casualties and prevent the identification of individual remains.

o Inthese cases, the unicentifiabiz rernzins are curied together and are marked wilh a group grave acker.






SERGEANT FRANK WITCHEY

WALKING TOURSTOP9
Section 18, Grave 1912-C-1

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE:
» BorninKansas City, Missouri

» Played bugles and trumpets since childhood
:B:m"

) Sgt. Frank Witchey. (3d/Cavalry Regiment Museum, Fort
e Had four children Hood, U.S. Army)

* Married Margaret C. Murphy

CAREER:
» Joined the Army in 1908 and served for 30 years

» Thousands around the nation listened as he
sounded Taps at the funeral of the Unknown Soldier
on Armistice Day in 1921

» Used an Army-issued bugle at the funeral

* Purchased the bugle and had it gold-plated and
engraved with the names of important ceremonies

at which he played

* Sounded Taps at pres!dentlal fungrgls, including Sgt. Witchey sounding Taps at the Tomb of the Unknown
those of Woodrow Wilson and William Howard Soldier, September 21, 1930. (NARA)
Taft ' ' '

TOMB OF THE
UNKNOWN SOLDIER
WALKING TOUR

* Until 1937, sounded Taps yearly at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier

LEGACY:

» Witchey’s sounding of Taps likely touched the
hearts of many at military funerals.

From Younger’s headstone, head
directly toward Grant Drive.
Witchey's headstone is near a tree.

THE HISTORY OF TAPS
Composed by Brigadier General Daniel
Butterfield July 1862

Composed to replace the Army’s "lights out™
call

First sounded at a military funeral shortly
thereafter

In 1874, Taps became the U.S. Army's official
bugle call.

Taps is played at the end of the day, during flag
ceremonies and at military funerals.

A burial with military honors concludes with
the three-rifle volley and the sounding of Taps.

The name "Taps" comes from the fact that the

: = lights-out call was traditionally followed by
Sgt. Witchey sounding Taps at the completed Tomb of the Unknown three drum taps.
Soldier, April 12, 1932. (NARA)




AFRICAN AMERICANS IN
% THE GRAVES REGISTRATION
SERVICE (GRS)

WALKING TOUR STOP 10

@ Section 19

BACKGROUND:

* The United States military and all national
cemeteries were racially segregated until 1948.

* In 1948, President Harry S. Truman issued an : _
executive order abolishing racial discrimination in SRR, o3 =
the U.S. armed forces. Company A, 321st Labor Battalion, Bazoches, France,

December 2, 1918. (LOC)

» Section 19 is one of the original segregated

sections. Addie W. Hunton and Kathryn M. Johnson were
« Itcontains the gravesites of African American African American social workers. In 1918, they
soldiers who served in World War I. volunteered to work in France for the YMCA. They

wrote about her experiences in France in the book,

* More than 350,000 African Americans served in Two Colored Women with the American Expeditionary

World War |. Forces. In the excerpt below, Hunton describes her
» The majority of them served in non-combat units, hopes that white Americans would recognize the
such as manual labor and support units. service of African Americans— who, despite their
. . . sacrifices, were still denied rights at home in the
* One example was the Grave Registration Service ; ,
(GRS) United States:
“Whether they sought their comrades by the
CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE GRS: winding Meuse or on the battle-seamed
» Found and disinterred remains across battlefields heights of ‘No Man’s Land;’ whether they
« Prepared new graves and moved remains to found their bodies in the shadows of the
American foreign cemeteries ruined cathedrals of Rheims, Soissons or
» Performed the physically demanding job of Ypres, al_WayS they were making an
digging up, moving, and burying remains unconscious challenge to the very heart of
the United States for the rights of the twelve

» Also endured the emotionally difficult job of - . -
handling the remains of so many casualties millions of its citizens whose loyalty had thus

. endured the test.”
* Ensured remains were accounted for and not

abandoned

LEGACY:

» Demonstrated the exemplary service of African
American soldiers

* Upon their return from war, African American
veterans did not receive equal treatment to white
veterans.

As you walk through Arlington National Cemetery £ oG g S B _ : ;
and reflect on the sacrifices of the individuals D e B
buried here, also remember the contributions of all African American soldiers of the 321st Labor Battalion filling in
those who worked to ensure that all World War | graves at Fere-en-Tardenois cemetery, December 2, 1918. (LOC)
known and unknown soldiers received the honors
they deserved.

TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER
WALKING TOUR

A Section 19 signpost is located along Grant Drive, but
you may also choose to walk among the graves in this
section while you read about the work of African
Americans in the GRS.



SOCIAL MEDIA

CONNECTIONS

We love hearing about your visit! Share your pictures, questions, and
favorite parts of the tour on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Tag
Arlington National Cemetery using @ArlingtonNatl and hashtags
#ANCEducation and #TUSatANC.

#1 THE STORY OF THE TOMB #3 MEMORIAL
AMPHITHEATER

Many people recognize the Tomb of the Unknown On the exterior of Memorial Amphitheater,
Soldier but do not know the stories of those who inscriptions list important battles fought by the
worked to make it such a special place. During U.S. military, famous U.S. Army generals and U.S.
your walking tour, take a photo of the Tomb of the Navy admirals, and three quotations about
Unknown Soldier and a photo of one of your military service. Take a photo of one of these
favorite stops. Post your photos, along with what inscriptions and think about why it may have
you learned about how the individual or event at been included in this place of honor. Share the
that stop contributed to honoring unknown photo and your thoughts with us on Facebook,
soldiers, and share with us on Facebook, Twitter Twitter and Instagram by tagging Arlington
and Instagram by tagging Arlington National National Cemetery using @ArlingtonNatl and
Cemetery, using @ArlingtonNatl and the hashtags the hashtags #ANCEducation and #TUSatANC.

#ANCEducation and #TUSatANC.

#2 DECORATION DAY #4 REFLECTION AT

THE TOMB
How do you carry on the tradition of Why did you visit the Tomb of the Unknown
Decoration Day (now known as Memorial Day) Soldier today? What did you feel while you
by honoring fallen American service members? were there? Share with us by tagging Arlington
Share with us on Facebook, Twitter and National Cemetery using @ArlingtonNatl and
Instagram by tagging Arlington National the hashtags #ANCEducation and #TUSatANC.

Cemetery using @ArlingtonNatl and the
hashtags #ANCEducation and #TUSatANC.

#5 DESIGN OF THE TOMB

Imagine you were asked to design the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Would you use any symbols or
words? What style and materials would you choose? Draw a picture of your design and share it with
us by tagging Arlington National Cemetery using @ArlingtonNatl and the hashtags #ANCEducation
and #TUSatANC.
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NOTES

1. “Solemn Journey of Dead,” New York Times, November 12,1921, 1-2.

2. Mrs. Ethel Nock, hearing before U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Military Affairs, on HR 5494, S 2681, S 5332, Part 2, U.S. Senate, 70t Congress, 2"
Session, February 12,1929, 5.

3. Mrs.R.Emmet Digney, (Mable C. Digney), quoted in “Bereaved Mothers Grateful, She Says,” Washington Post, November 12,1921, 4.
4. Duncan Hassell, “Humble Soldier Who Selected Unknown Will Honor Comrade,” Washington Post, May 29, 1930, 1.

5. Addie W. Hunton and Kathryn M. Johnson, Two Colored Women with the American Expeditionary Forces. (New York: Brooklyn Eagle Press, 1920),
2309.
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