ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY WALKING TOUR

HONORING THE

SERVICE BRANCHES:

As you complete this walking tour, we'd love to hear your thoughts about
the people, historical events and ideas you encounter. At some stops, you'll
see a "Social Media Connection" prompt that refers you to the end of the
walking tour where you can see ways to share and join the conversation.
We look forward to connecting with you!
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We love hearing about your visit! Share your pictures, questions,

and favorite parts of the tour on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

@ArlingtonNatl
#ANCEducation #NavyANC



ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY WALKING TOUR

HONORING THE

SERVICE BRANCHES:
NAVY

Starting Point: Section 54 (0.3 miles from Welcome Center) Exertion Level: Moderate

Length: ~4 miles

There are three types of stops on this walking tour:

EXPLORE stops
invite you to discover
what this history
means to you.

REMEMBER stops
commemorate
events, ideas or
groups of people.

HONOR stops
mark the
gravesites of
specific individuals.
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French fleet saluting the Continental Navy ship Ranger at Quiberon Bay, France on February 14, 1778. This was the first foreign
government recognition of the American flag. (NARA/Edward Moran, 1898)

THE UNITED STATES NAVY

The United States Navy traces its history to the Revolutionary War. On October 3, 1775, General George
Washington received news that the British Navy had sent two ships loaded with supplies for British troops in
Quebec. Instead of waiting for the Continental Congress to authorize the formation of a navy, Washington
stationed three vessels off the coast of Massachusetts to cut off Britain’s supply line. In a letter addressed to the
Continental Congress, Washington reported his decision and underscored the need for a navy. On October 13,
1775, the Continental Congress formed the Continental Navy. The following February, the first naval squadron
was launched, and by 1777 the Continental Navy totaled 31 ships. After the Revolutionary War ended, the
Continental Congress sold the surviving ships of the Continental Navy and released its sailors and officers.

The Constitution of the United States, ratified in 1789, empowered the newly established Congress "to provide
and maintain a navy." Acting on this authority, Congress ordered the construction and manning of six frigates in
1794, after U.S. merchant ships were attacked in the Mediterranean. The War Department administered naval
affairs until 1798, when Congress established the Department of the Navy.

From its founding in the 18th century to today, the U.S. Navy has played a leading role in American military
operations as well as scientific innovation and exploration. On this tour, you'll be introduced to pioneers from
across Navy history. These men and women pushed geographic and technological boundaries, and they showed
ingenuity and courage in the face of war.

The unofficial motto of the USN is “not self but country.” As you read the stories of these American sailors, reflect
on how their accomplishments, both in and out of uniform, contributed to the progress of the nation and offer
encouragements to future generations.

Sailors aboard the USS Argonaut reading their mail on August
26, 1942. (NARA)

USS Gabrielle Giffords, an Indepdendence-class littoral combat ship,
in the Pacific Ocean, October 2020. (U.S. Navy/Allen Amani)




LIEUTENANT
RICHARD HALSEY BEST

WALKING TOURSTOP 1
Section 54, Grave 3192

BIRTH: March 24, 1910, Bayonne, NJ
DEATH: October 28, 2001, Santa Monica, CA

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE: After graduating from
high school in 1928, Best enrolled in the U.S. Naval
Academy at Annapolis, Maryland. He graduated with
honorsin 1932.

CAREER: After serving on the USS Richmond for two
years, Best began naval aviation training in Pensacola,
Florida in 1934. He then served with a flying
squadron aboard the USS Lexington. In 1938, he
deployed to Pensacola to serve as an instructor.

In 1940, as the military began to mobilize for World
War Il, Best was assigned to a bombing squadron on
the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise. In February 1942,
he engaged in bombing raids against Japanese forces
that occupied the Marshall Islands in the Pacific
Ocean. The following June, Best fought in one of the
most strategically significant battles in the Pacific
Theater: the Battle of Midway.

Best as a midshipman at the Naval Academy in 1932. (NHHC)

OnJune 4, 1942, Best commanded a bombing squadron and led successful attacks against two Japanese
aircraft carriers, the Akagi and Hiryu. Eyewitness reports indicated that Best’s aircraft dropped a bomb on the
flight deck of Akagi, resulting in an explosion that fatally damaged the ship. It is believed that a subsequent
bomb delivered by Best resulted in the fatal destruction of Hiryu. The destruction of these two Japanese
aircraft carriers, along with two others, decimated the Japanese navy and proved to be a decisive moment in
the events that led to the Allies’ victory. For his efforts in the Battle of Midway, Best received the Navy Cross
and a Distinguished Flying Cross. During the battle, Best was mistakenly given a defective oxygen canister
which caused him severe lung damage. After spending almost three years in recovery at different hospitals, he
was discharged from the Navy in 1944,

LEGACY: Best’s courageous efforts during the Battle of Midway paved the way for Allied victory in the Pacific
theater of World War |l. By halting the advance of Japanese forces, the U.S. Navy assumed an offensive
position for the remainder of the war.

SERVICE BRANCH:
! NAVY
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From the Welcome Center,
turn left down Schley Dr. and
then left again on Leahy Dr.
Best'’s gravesite is near the
end of Section 54, 8 rows
back from the end of the path.

Bombing Squadron Six aboard the USS Enterprise with a Douglass SBD-2 Dauntless behind them.
Best is in the front row, third from the left, January 1942. (U.S. Navy)




* THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY *
ON FILM

A still from Ford’s “The Battle of Midway,” looking down at the
aircraft carrier USS Hornet (CV-8), 1942. (NARA) Firing the guns, in “The Battle of Midway,” 1942. (NARA)

During World War Il, Japan targeted the Midway Islands in the Pacific Ocean to destroy the U.S. Pacific Fleet
and gain a foothold for future military operations. Located 1,300 miles northwest of Honolulu, the Midway
Islands would allow Japan a refueling station for its aircraft. Fought almost entirely by carrier-based airplanes
off the northeast islands, the Battle of Midway took place from June 3 to June 6, 1942. The U.S. victory at
Midway was a turning point in the Pacific theater of World War |l. The battle cost Japan four aircraft carriers,
many of its finest pilots and about three thousand Japanese deaths.

Acclaimed Hollywood filmmaker John Ford, who was serving as chief of the field photographic branch of the
Office of Strategic Services (OSS), was at the battle. He turned footage shot at Midway into an Academy
Award-winning documentary. Ford’s 18-minute film “The Battle of Midway” (1942) is a mix of pro-American
propaganda and the real horrors of war. It mixes footage of bombed-out American facilities and burial of the
dead with patriotic music and voiceovers. After watching it, President Franklin D. Roosevelt reportedly said, “I
want every mother in America to see this film.1

“The Battle of Midway” was one of many movies produced by the U.S. government that encouraged support of
the war. Recognizing movies’ ability to influence public opinion and morale, the Office of War Information
(OWI) established the Bureau of Motion Pictures in 1942 to produce propaganda films. It encouraged civilian
filmmakers to consider whether their work would “help to win the war.” While the government largely closed
the Bureau after only a year of operation, and dissolved the OWI after the war, World War Il remains a
favorite subject for filmmakers. The Battle of Midway itself has received the Hollywood treatment twice since
1942: in the films “Midway” (1976), starring Charlton Heston and Henry Fonda, and “Midway” (2019),
starring Ed Skrein, Patrick Wilson and Woody Harrelson.

You can watch John Ford’s “The Battle of Midway” online: https://youtu.be/FkiXHKeMC9%k
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REFLECTION

* If you have watched any movies about World War Il, how did the movie shape your
understanding of the historical event?

* What is the value of watching films and TV series about war, compared to raw footage
from a battle?

* Why do you think World War Il is such a popular topic for filmmakers?


https://youtu.be/FkiXHKeMC9k

REAR ADMIRAL

RICHARD BYRD

WALKING TOURSTOP 2
Section 2, Grave 4969-1

BIRTH: October 25, 1888, Winchester, VA
DEATH: March 11, 1957, Boston, MA

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE: A descendent of the famous
Virginia Byrd family, Richard Evelyn Byrd was born into
privilege. As a teenager, he traveled to visit family friends in the
Philippines. That trip reportedly sparked his love for adventure,
ships and the sea. After attending the Virginia Military Institute :
and the University of Virginia, Byrd entered the Naval Academy et
at age 20. He graduated in 1912. Byrd married Marie
Donaldson Ames in 1915. They had four children.

CAREER: After graduating, Byrd served with distinction on the
USS Wyoming and the USS Dolphin; however, his career on the
sea was soon cut short. While at the Naval Academy, Byrd
fractured his ankle while attempting to perfect a gymnastics
routine. His injury never healed properly, and after reinjuring
his ankle in 1916, he was forced to retire from sea commands
for the remainder of his career. Byrd did not allow this setback
to stop him. When he returned to active duty in 1917 after the
United States’ entry into World War |, he began aviation
training at the Naval Air Station in Pensacola, Florida. He
qualified as a naval aviator in June 1918.

-9

Byrd with his dog “Igloo” on his first Antarctic mission
on April 12, 1930. (NARA)

Byrd quickly embraced aviation. While at Pensacola, he began
flying experimental solo flights out of sight of land with only a
compass to guide him. He also developed an indicator to
calculate wind drift at sea for when the horizon was not visible.
He also helped solve navigation issues for the Navy’s first
transatlantic flight in 1919. As a Congressional liaison officer
for the Navy, Byrd helped defend naval aviation (many in the
Army, Navy and Congress thought the Navy, a sea-based :
service, had no reason to use aviation) and advocated for the Admiral Byrd (left) shows Secretary of the Navy James V.
creation of the navy’s Bureau of Aeronautics. For this work, he Forrestal a rockhopper penguin, April 14, 1947. (NHHC)
was promoted to lieutenant commander in June 1924 via

. . . | T
special legislation (the only way for retired officers to advance). ﬂ

Byrd next turned his attention to Arctic aviation. After the
Navy denied Byrd support for an Arctic expedition, Bryd
secured private funding. In 1926, he and Floyd Bennett (Section
3, Grave 1852-B) attempted the first flight over the North Pole.
On May 9, 1926, in a Fokker Tri-motor piloted by Floyd
Bennett, he traversed the North Pole in a 16-hour flight.
Although some have contended that Bennett and Byrd did not
make it all the way to the North Pole, the flight — 1,545 miles
amid extremely strong winds — was nonetheless a significant
accomplishment. Along with Bennett, Byrd received the Medal
of Honor for the flight.

SERVICE
Byrd made several expeditions to Antarctica during the late : BRANCH: NAVY
1920s and 1930s, achieving the first flight to and from the RICHARD E A BN @ AT DR
South Pole on November 28, 1929. The following month, BYRD JR
. . . o Return to the Welcome

Congress promoted him to rear admiral (retired). Byrd C

. . . . > : enter and turn left on
continued exploring Antarctica throughout his life; he was 67 MEDAL OF HONOR Roosevelt Drive.
years old at the time of his last expedition, in 1955. B o Immediately after Grant
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second row on the right.

LEGACY: Byrd is one of the most decorated Navy officers of all
time. He pushed the boundaries of aviation and exploration.




VICE ADMIRAL

WALKING TOURSTOP 3
Section 5, Grave 7000-NH

BIRTH: January 27, 1900, Makéw Mazowiecki, Poland
DEATH: July 8, 1986, Arlington, VA

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE: Known as the “Father of the
Nuclear Navy,” Rickover was born in Poland, then part of the
Russian Empire. Facing widespread anti-Semitism,
Rickover’s father immigrated to the United States the same
year that his son was born, hoping to earn enough money to
bring over the rest of the family. At age six, Rickover fled
Poland with his mother and sister to escape the Russian
pogroms against Jews during the Revolution of 1905. They
joined his father in New York City before moving to Chicago.

To contribute to the family’s income, Rickover worked as a
Western Union delivery boy. Unable to afford a college
education, he sought an appointment to the United States
Naval Academy and graduated in 1922.

CAREER: After graduation, Rickover was appointed
engineer officer on the USS La Vallete and then electrical
officer on the USS Nevada, both unusual appointments for
an officer so young. In 1927, he returned to school at
Columbia University, graduating with a master’s degree in
electrical engineering.

During World War Il, the Navy appointed Rickover as head
of the Electrical Section for its Bureau of Ships. Under his
e ; s

tenure, the department developed a casualty power system Secretary of the Navy Dan Kimball (right) and Capt. Rickover

(Wh!Ch prO\{lded temporary ppyver to vital electrlca! inspect a model of the USS Nautilus, 1952. (U.S. Navy)
equipment in the case of a ship’s power outage), an infrared

signaling system and, in partnership with General Electric,
magnetic minesweeping capability.

SERVICE BRANCH: NAVY
WALKING TOUR

Walk up Grant Drive toward
President John F. Kennedy'’s
gravesite. Turn right on Sheridan
Drive. In the first section of graves on
the left, Rickover’s is in the last row.

In 1946, Rickover was assigned to Oak Ridge, Tennessee to
study atomic energy. Oak Ridge had been one of the sites of
the Manhattan Project — the secret U.S. government project
that developed the atomic bomb during World War |l. In the
postwar era, it continued as one of the nation’s premier sites
of nuclear research and development. At Oak Ridge, Rickover became convinced that nuclear-powered ships
were the future of the Navy, and that the Navy should start with submarines. Nuclear power would allow
submarines to stay submerged underwater for long periods, since the engine would no longer require air to
operate. Submarines were also the most difficult vessels to make nuclear-powered, so Rickover believed that if
the Navy succeeded with a submarine, it would be sure to succeed with other ships.

Rickover did not initially receive support from the Navy for his proposal to develop nuclear-powered submarines,
but his persistence eventually paid off. In 1949, the Navy named him director of the Nuclear Power Division. He
also became chief of the Naval Reactor Branch of the Atomic Energy Commission. In these roles, Rickover
oversaw the development of the first nuclear-powered submarine, the USS Nautilus, and the first commercial
nuclear power plant used for generating electricity, Shippingport Atomic Power Station in Pennsylvania.

Rickover often butted heads with senior Navy officials and was passed over for promotion to admiral twice
before finally being promoted in 1953. Rickover served in the Navy until 1982. At the time of his death, he was
the longest serving naval officer in history, serving 63 years.

LEGACY: Rickover’s work to create a nuclear navy revolutionized naval warfare. In 1983, he became the second
American awarded two Congressional Gold Medals. President Jimmy Carter also presented Rickover the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest non-military honor, for his contributions to world peace.
President Carter later said of Rickover: “[he] deplored nuclear powers’ use for destruction and, as a pioneer, was
responsible for its use for peaceful purposes... A superb engineer, his record for careful design, installation and
operation of nuclear power plants in ships and on shore has set an example of safety which can never be
surpassed.’?



CAPTAIN
JOY BRIGHT HANCOCK

WALKING TOURSTOP 4
Section 30, Grave 2138-RH

BIRTH: May 4, 1898, Wildwood, NJ
DEATH: August 20, 1986, Bethesda, MD

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE: Bornin New Jersey in 1898,
Hancock always said she was named Joy to “offset [her]
father’s disappointment that his third child was not a boy.”3
Hancock’s first two husbands were aviators, and both were
killed in airship crashes in the 1920s. After her second
husband died in 1925, she did not marry again for almost 30
years. She is buried with her third husband, Vice Admiral
Ralph A. Ofstie.

CAREER: During World War |, Hancock enlisted in the Navy
as a Yeoman First Class (Female), or “Yeomanette” as female
yeomen were popularly known. Yeomen (F) primarily served
in secretarial and clerical positions. After World War |,
Hancock left the military and worked as a civilian for the
Navy Bureau of Aeronautics. She also earned a pilot’s license
— not, she wrote in her autobiography, “because it was the
smart thing to do in the 1920s, but because | was afraid of
anything that flew”# and wanted to conquer her fear.

On July 30, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
authorized the Navy Women'’s Reserve, or WAVES (Women
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service). That same year,
Hancock was commissioned in the WAVES as a lieutenant,
and served as a liaison between the Bureau of Aeronautics
and the WAVES. She became the director of the Women'’s
Reserve in 1946 and played an important role in getting
Congress to pass the Women Armed Services Integration
Act of 1948. This act secured women a permanent place in
the military during peacetime. In 1948, Hancock was one of
the first six women sworn into the regular Navy.

LEGACY: When Capt. Hancock retired from active duty in
1953, she received the Legion of Merit for her contributions
to the WAVES. In 1972, she published her autobiography,
“Lady in the Navy,” recounting both her own experience as
well as the history of women in the Navy. Captain Joy Bright
Hancock’s work was instrumental to expanding women'’s
opportunities in the military.

Yeoman (F) Dirill Force, ca. August 1918. (NHHC)

&
Lt. Commander Hancock, ca. 1943. (NARA)

I- SERVICE BRANCH: NAVY
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Continue on Sheridan Dr. and turn left
on Custis Walk. Hancock’s grave is six
rows from Arlington House and the
end of section 30. It is seven graves
from the end of the row.
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* WOMEN IN COMBAT *

< B

Lieutenant (junior grade) Harriet Ida Pickens and Captain Rosemary Mariner, the first woman to command an operational naval
Ensign Frances Wills, the first African American aviation squadron when she led VAQ-34 during Operation Desert Storm, ca.
WAVES officers, ca. December 1944. (NHHC) 1990s. (U.S. Navy)

Embedded in the history of the U.S. military is a rich legacy of women who fought and sacrificed their lives
on the front lines. During the Revolutionary War, Deborah Sampson famously disguised herself as a manin
order to join the Continental Army. She was the first American woman to receive a full military pension for
her service. Inthe War of 1812, Lucy Brewer served in the Marines under the name of George Baker.
During the Mexican-American War, Elizabeth Newcom enlisted as Bill Newcom and marched 600 miles
with the Missouri Volunteer Infantry.

This pattern continued during the Civil War. Historians estimate that between 400 and 1,000 women
disguised themselves as men and enlisted in the U.S. or Confederate Army. The implementation of more
stringent physicals in 1872, however, made the Civil War the last major conflict in which women could
enlist by concealing their gender.

The contributions of female contract nurses during the Spanish-American War in 1898 ultimately led to the
establishment of a permanent Army Nurse Corps. During World War | and World War Il, women started to
fill other positions in the military, such as driver, mechanic and stenographer. Women who enlisted in the
Army Air Force served as test pilots and anti-aircraft artillery trainers. While female gunners in Britain and
the Soviet Union participated in anti-aircraft battles against German aerial forces, the U.S. military strictly
barred women from serving in front-line combat positions.

In 1942, the Naval Reserve instituted the Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service (WAVES)
program. This unprecedented group of women overcame numerous challenges and filled various non-
combat related roles. They even instructed male pilots-in-training. As time progressed, about one third of
WAVES members filled naval aviation duties. Other women were recruited for their knowledge of math,
science and engineering.

In 1948, the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act granted women the ability to serve as permanent,
regular members in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and newly established Air Force. In the second half of the
twentieth century, women started to advance through the ranks, and they challenged restrictions that kept
them from serving in combat positions. In April 1993, the Department of Defense announced its decision
to permit women to serve in aerial and naval combat.

When U.S. military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan began in the early 2000s, women found themselves
serving in combat zones but unable to officially hold land-based combat positions. The lack of official
recognition for their heroic efforts hindered women'’s ability to advance in their military careers. On
January 24, 2013, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta announced the lifting of the ban on women serving in
land-based combat. In December 2015, the Department of Defense announced that all combat positions
would be open to women. Since 2015, servicewomen continue to honor the legacies of their predecessors.

To learn more about women in the military, visit the Military Women’s Memorial. Though not administered
by Arlington National Cemetery, it is located on cemetery grounds at the end of Memorial Avenue.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

*  Why do you think the U.S. military was historically resistant women serving in all combat positions?

* Asyouwalk through the cemetery, consider the women whose names have not been traditionally
remembered or honored in the historical record.

*  What can today’s military do to continue to advocate for gender equality?


https://womensmemorial.org/

REAR ADMIRAL

CHARLES WILKES

WALKING TOURSTOP 5
Section 2, Grave 1164

BIRTH: April 3, 1798, New York, NY
DEATH: February 8, 1877, Washington, D.C.

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE: After serving for two
years in the Merchant Marine — a civilian service
tasked to protect merchant ships — Wilkes joined
the Navy as a midshipman in 1817. He married Jane
Jeffrey Renwick in April 1826, and together they
had four children. After Jane’s death in 1848, Wilkes
married Mary H. Lynch Bolton in 1854; they had two
children.

CAREER: In May 1836, Congress authorized the
United States’ first major overseas scientific
expedition. This four-year expedition, led by Lt.
Charles Wilkes, was to survey South America,
Antarctica, the Pacific Islands and the northwest W g,
coast of the United States. Known for his temper, ' o
Wilkes was not the first man chosen for the job. 3 y . M
However, his reputation as a navigator and scientist Captain Charles Wilkes in military uniform, undated. (NOAA)

eventually led the Navy to appoint him as SERVICE BRANCH: NAVY

commander. Prior to leading the expedition, Wilkes WALKING TOUR

headed the Navy’s Department of Charts and e T

Instruments (now the U.S. Naval Observatory). o . Turnlefton Sheridan
: ADMIRAL B | Drive and pass

On August 18, 1838, the six U.S. Navy vessels set sail . ES WILKES Kennedy's gravesite.

There will be a large tree
on the right. Wilkes’
grave is next to the tree.

from Hampton Roads, Virginia. A letter of
instruction from the Secretary of the Navy directed:
“The expedition is not for conquest but discovery. Its
objects are all peaceful. They are to extend the
empire of Commerce and Science; to diminish the hazards of the Ocean and point out to future navigators a
course by which they may avoid dangers and find safety.”>

In January 1840, the expedition began its journey to the South Pole, hoping to discover a continental
landmass. On January 16, surrounded by icebergs, all three ships caught their first glimpse of what they
believed to be land. Twelve days later, there was no doubt: the expedition had discovered Antarctica. Wilkes
wrote in his explorer’s report, “| gave the land the name of the Antarctic Continent.”®

CONTINUE TO THE NEXT PAGE

A sketch of Antarctica drawn by Charles Wilkes during
the expedition. Wilkes’ dog Sydney is in the forefront,
1840. (Smithsonian Institution Libraries)




REAR ADMIRAL

CHARLES WILKES, continued

OnJune 10, 1842, the expedition returned to the United States. Only two of the original six ships had survived
the almost 87,000-mile journey. During its nearly four years at sea, the expedition surveyed 280 islands and
over 800 miles of northwest United States coast, collected more than 60,000 plant and bird specimens (most of
which formed the basis for the new Smithsonian Institution) and confirmed the existence of the Antarctic
continent. It was the last all-sail naval mission to completely encircle the globe.

Upon his return, Wilkes was court-martialed for his actions during the expedition. He was charged with
disrespect to his superior officer, cruel treatment of his men and the murder of native people on Malolo Island in
Fiji. Wilkes was found guilty of illegal punishment and reprimanded by the Secretary of the Navy. He was
acquitted of the remaining charges.

During the Civil War, Wilkes, once again faced trouble for his actions. On November 8, 1861, the USS San
Jacinta, under Capt. Wilkes’ command, seized the British mail carrier RMS Trent and arrested two Confederate
diplomats, James Mason and John Slidell. Mason and Slidell were traveling to London to seek British support for
the new Confederate States of America. At first, the American public praised Wilkes for stopping Mason and
Slidell. However, popular sentiment soon turned against him after Great Britain sent troops to Canada. Facing a
two-front war, President Abraham Lincoln disavowed Wilkes and set Mason and Slidell free. Wilkes retired in
1864. Despite his controversial actions, he was promoted to rear admiral (retired) in 1866.

LEGACY: The Wilkes Expedition was a tremendous success. Most notably, it confirmed the existence of the
Antarctic continent, but its legacy is greater than that. The data and specimens collected during the voyage
paved the way for countless scientific discoveries and helped cement the United States’ status in the
international science community. The charts and maps compiled from the expedition also broadened the
world’s knowledge of previously uncharted waters and helped expand American commerce and industry.

The Wilkes Expedition sailed nearly 87,000 miles around the world. Along the way, the
expedition discovered thousands of new plant and animal species, collected artifacts from across
the globe, and created some of the most accurate maps and charts to exist at the time.

Read excerpts from Wilkes’ explorer’s report, Narrative of the United States Exploring Expedition,
1838-1842. View artifacts and sketches from the expedition in the Smithsonian’s digital exhibit,
Time and Navigation and explore maps from the expedition at the Library of Congress.

on Social Media

w Connection #2 created for officers of the U.S. Exploring Expedition, ca. 1838-
1842. (LOC)

Left: Captain Charles Wilkes’ diagram on how to survey an island,

Above (L-R): Sketch of geckos from Malaysia (Charles F. Girard);
. mask from the Oregon Territory; sketch of kingfishers from Fiji
A2) =~ (Titian Ramsay Peale); marine chronometer similar to ones used
s during the Wilkes Expedition. (Smithsonian Institution)

SN P %‘Z\, @ During World War 11, the United States
(7 . ‘{ N e conducted an island-hopping campaign in the
2 ,,3 “-/;/‘;%%\m&.,‘.-r'\-"‘\ ? Pacific against Japanese forces. However, the

g ‘ = U.S. did not have modern maps of the Pacific
Jf Islands. The solution? The Navy used the maps
35 s created during the Wilkes Expedition, held at
\ the National Archives.



https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/e/exploring-the-antarctic-1840-the-wilkes-expedition.html
https://timeandnavigation.si.edu/multimedia-gallery/search?field_navigators_inventors_tid=216
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g9230m.gct00224/?st=gallery

FLEET ADMIRAL WILLIAM F.
“BULL”

WALKING TOURSTOP 6
Section 2, Grave 1184

BIRTH: October 30, 1882, Elizabeth, NJ
DEATH: August 16, 1959, Fishers Island, NY

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE: William Frederick “Bull” Halsey
was the son of U.S. Navy Captain William F. Halsey and
Anne Masters Brewster. He attended the United States
Naval Academy, where he played football and graduated in
1904.

CAREER: Halsey first commanded a ship, the USS Dupont,
in 1909. During World War |, he was promoted to
commander, and he received the Navy Cross for his
distinguished service commanding two destroyers, USS
Benham and USS Shaw.

Through the 1920s and 1930s, Halsey commanded several
ships and served in positions at the Office of Naval
Intelligence and U.S. embassies in Germany, Norway,
Denmark and Sweden. In 1934, he completed flight training
at the Naval Air Station in Pensacola, Florida, earning his
naval aviator wings the following year, at age 52.

Despite entering the field of naval aviation later in life,
Halsey earned distinction as a commander of aircraft
carriers and carrier divisions during World War Il. In
February 1942, as commander of Carrier Division Two,
Halsey led attacks on Japanese forces in the Gilbert and
Marshall Islands and Wake Island. He also commanded the
task force that launched Army Lt. General James Doolittle’s
April 18, 1942 bombing raid on Tokyo.

Halsey missed the Battle of Midway, as he was in the
United States at the time recuperating from an illness. He
returned to sea in October 1942 as commander, South
Pacific Force and South Pacific Area. In this position, he led
combined Navy, Marine and Army forces to victory at the
Battle of Santa Cruz (October 25-27, 1942) and Battle of
Guadalcanal (November 12-15, 1942). Halsey was
promoted to admiral on November 18, 1942.

From 1942 to mid-1944, Halsey led U.S. forces in the
Solomon Islands campaign, steadily capturing Pacific
islands and moving closer to mainland Japan. In June 1944,
Halsey took command of the Third Fleet and was
designated commander, Western Pacific Task Forces. He
led attacks on the Palaus, Philippines, Formosa, Okinawa
and South China Sea, which decimated the Japanese fleet.
By the end of the war, Halsey’s fleet was landing direct
attacks on Japan.

On December 1, 1945, Halsey was promoted to fleet
admiral, becoming the fourth officer in the U.S. Navy to
hold this five-star rank. William Leahy (Stop 7), Ernest King
and Chester Nimitz were promoted the previous year.
Halsey retired from the Navy on March 1, 1947.

LEGACY: Halsey's slogan, “Hit hard, hit fast, hit often,’
characterized his aggressive and successful campaigns
against the Japanese in the Pacific. He is recognized as one
of the greatest admirals in U.S. Navy history.

HALSEY JR.
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Fleet Admiral William F. Halsey, 1945. (NHHC)
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Admiral Halsey with other staff members on a barge in
the Pacific, December 1944. (NARA/Charles Jacobs)
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Halsey at the Naval Academy, ca. 1900. (NARA)
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Continue down Sheridan
Dr. As the road begins to
curve, look to your right.
Halsey’s grave is about
four rows back.

ey



FLEET ADMIRAL

WILLIAM LEAHY

WALKING TOUR STOP 7
Section 2, Grave 932

BIRTH: May 6, 1875, Hampton, IA
DEATH: July 20, 1959, Bethesda, MD

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE: Son of Michael A. Leahy,
a Civil War Army veteran, and Rose Hamilton Leahy,
Leahy attended high school in Ashland, Wisconsin.
Attempting to follow in his father’s footsteps, Leahy
sought an appointment at West Point, but there
were no appointments available. He attended the
Naval Academy instead. He graduated in 1897 and
was assigned to the USS Oregon.

CAREER: On July 3, 1898, Leahy experienced
combat for the first time aboard the USS Oregon
during the Battle of Santiago, Cuba in the Spanish-
American War. He served in the Asiatic Squadron
during the Philippine-American War and the Boxer
Rebellion in China. After several postings both

abroad and at home, Leahy took command of his ~ Fleet Admiral William Leahy, ca. 1945. (NHHC)
first ship, the USS Dolphin, in 1915. While Allied leaders during the Yalta Conference, February 1945. From
commanding the Dolphin, Leahy formed a close left to right: U.K. Prime Minister Winston Churchill, U.S. President

friendship with then-Assistant Secretary of the Navy Franklin D. Roosevelt, USSR Premier Josef Stalin. Fleet Admiral
Franklin D. Roosevelt. This friendship proved William D. Leahy stands directly behind Roosevelt. (NARA)-'
significant later in Leahy’s career. a—) 1 ¥ 1 M-
During World War |, Leahy transported troops to , & g’ . | V=)
France. Over the next twenty years, he bounced ’ s O __s_ { 3
between sea and shore commands. He was named
Commander in Chief of the Navy's Battle Force in
1936. The following year he was appointed as the
Chief of Naval Operations. Leahy served in that
position for two years, overseeing the Navy’s return
to preparedness in the event of another world war.
He retired from the Navy in 1939. Upon his
retirement, President Franklin Roosevelt told him,
“Bill, if we ever have a war, you're going to be right
back here helping me runit”’ Between his
retirement and the U.S!s entry into World War I,
Leahy served as governor of Puerto Rico and U.S.
ambassador to France.

BN e s — -
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Continue on Sheridan

President Roosevelt recalled Leahy to active duty in ' R Drive to Custis Walk.

1942 and named him (the first and only) Chief of B onTw " L M Leahy'sgraveisin the
Staff to the Commander in Chief. In this position, R erancron Eea : first row on the right,

Leahy presided over the newly-formed Joint Chiefs ?:g?ﬂ‘;;s past the

of Staff and advised President Roosevelt on war
strategy. He was integral to planning and executing
D-Day and accompanied Roosevelt (and later
President Harry S. Truman) to all his wartime international meetings, including the Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam
Conferences. On December 15, 1944, Leahy was the first of four naval officers promoted to fleet admiral (five
star). The other three were Ernest King, Chester Nimitz and William Halsey Jr. (Stop 5).

After President Roosevelt’s death in April 1945, Leahy remained in his posts. He advised President Truman
through the end of the war and during the early post-war years. Leahy retired in 1949 but remained on the
active-duty list as an advisor to the Secretary of the Navy until his death in 1959.

LEGACY: One of four naval officers to wear five stars while serving in World War Il, Fleet Admiral William D.
Leahy was incredibly influential in determining U.S. strategy, execution and diplomacy during World War |I.
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Continental ship Alfred in Philadelphia Harbor as Lt. John Paul Jones raises the Grand Union flag, 1974.
(NHHC/W. Nowland Van Powell)

Between 1892 and 1943, 11 American Revolutionary War
veterans were moved from their original burial locations
and reinterred at Arlington National Cemetery. During
this time, the cemetery had gone from being one of many
national cemeteries to America’s “Most Sacred Shrine.” As
Arlington became a more important part of the national
consciousness, many people thought it fitting to rebury
veterans of the nation’s founding conflict here.

John Follin (1761-1841), from Virginia, is the only

Continental Navy sailor buried at Arlington. He was just
17 years old when British sailors took him captive. Follin o ‘
was held as a prisoner of war for three years. : B

John Follin’s headstone in Section 1. (ANC)

During construction work at the Washington Barracks in 1905,
the U.S. Navy discovered the commingled remains of 14 soldiers
and sailors killed defending the nation’s capital from the British
invasion on August 24, 1814. In the context of Arlington
National Cemetery’s growing prestige, the Navy chose to
reinter the remains at ANC in Section 1. In 1976, during the
nation’s bicentennial, the National Society of the United States
Daughters of the War of 1812 dedicated the grave marker that
currently commemorates these service members.

'SYMBOLIC OF ALL

| SUPREME SACRIFICE SERVICE BRANCH: NAVY
 IN THAT WAR WALKING TOUR

Follow Sheridan Drive up toward the Tanner Amphitheater, then turn
right on Humphreys Drive. Follow Humphreys Drive toward the NPS
Ranger Station and turn left, walking with the parking lot on your
right. Follin’s grave is in the first row to the left of the road. The 1812

s > ; monument is two rows behind Follin’s grave.
Unknown War of 1812 soldiers and sailors’

headstone. (ANC)




* uss MAINE MEMORIAL *

WALKING TOURSTOP 8
Section 24

Dedication of the USS Maine Mast Memorial on May 30, 1915. (LOC)

On February 15, 1898, an explosion in the harbor of Havana, Cuba, ripped open the hull of the USS Maine,
sinking the ship and killing more than 260 of the American sailors on board. The Maine had been sent to Cuba
to protect American interests during the Cuban fight for independence from Spain. Historians are still unsure
what caused the explosion, but popular sentiment in the United States at the time blamed Spain.

Fueled by concern for the condition of the Cuban rebels, general opposition to European colonization of the
Americas, and public outrage over the destruction of the Maine, the U.S. declared war against Spain on April
25, 1898. The USS Maine Memorial overlooks the remains of those who died when the ship exploded.

The wreckage of the Maine remained on the ocean floor for years after the Spanish-American War. Calls to
excavate the ship from the sea and preserve it heightened on the 10th anniversary of the explosion, and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers initiated its plan to raise the Maine in July 1910. In March 1912, the Navy
transported the ship’s mast to Arlington, where it was placed onto a granite base meant to represent the
turret of a battleship. The names of those who died in the explosion were inscribed onto the base. The
memorial is located on Sigsbee Drive, named after Admiral Charles Dwight Sigsbee, who was in command of
the vessel when it exploded; Admiral Sigsbee survived the sinking. Located behind the memorial are two
bronze mortars captured from the Spanish during the war. The memorial was unveiled and dedicated by
President Woodrow Wilson in a large public ceremony held on May 30, 1915.

The New U.S. Navy USS Maine, ca. 1897. (LOC)

The Spanish-American War marked the United States’
emergence as a major naval power. Although the U.S. had
largely neglected its Navy after the Civil War, by 1880,
government leaders recognized that a strong navy was
necessary to protect trade and defend the nation’s growing
international interests. Over the next decade, the U.S.
invested in its Navy, building new ships with steel hulls,
steam engines and guns. By the end of the decade, the U.S.
Navy was one of the world’s top five navies — which
enabled the United States to begin expanding overseas.

The explosion of the Maine propelled the United States to
declare war against Spain — to free Cuba from Spanish
control, but also to seize Spanish holdings in the Caribbean
and Pacific Ocean. The new Navy proved its power during
the first battle of the war: the Battle of Manila Bay. On May
1, 1898, Commodore George Dewey led the Navy to a
decisive victory, sinking or capturing every Spanish ship in
the bay with no American casualties.

SERVICE BRANCH: NAVY
WALKING TOUR

From Tanner Amphitheater, head
down Wilson Drive toward Memorial
Amphitheater. At the Amphitheater,
the USS Maine Memorial will be to
your right.

For a deeper dive into the history of the Spanish-American

War, check out ANC'’s Spanish-American War materials at
https://education.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Themes/Spanish-
American-War.



https://education.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Themes/Spanish-American-War

* REMEMBERING THE MAINE *

Many Americans know the phrase “Remember the Maine!” from history lessons on the Spanish-
American War. In 1898, “Remember the Maine!” became a catch-phrase associated with
newspapers that sensationalized the USS Maine’s explosion in order to build public support for
a war with Spain. Today, take the time to remember the Maine in a different way, by learning
about the ship and the people who lost their lives aboard it.

emiEe USS Maine gunner’s gang in one of the torpedo rooms, 1898.
Profile and deck plan for the USS Maine, ca. 1894. (NARA) (NHHC)

What was the Maine like?

The Maine was an armored cruiser, 324'4” long and 57’ wide, made of steel and divided into 214 watertight
compartments. It was powered by two steam engines designed to put out 9,293 horsepower. It carried four
10-inch guns, six 6-inch guns, seven 57-millimeter anti-torpedo boat guns, and four 18-inch above-water
torpedo tubes.

Who died on the Maine?

Accounts differ, but at least 260 men were killed as a result of the explosion. Just over one hundred men
survived. The explosion was on the forward part of the ship, or bow, below where the enlisted men were
sleeping. This meant that only two of the fatalities were officers — all the others were enlisted sailors.

Where were they from?

Read the names of the casualties on the side of the USS Maine Memorial. Notice how many different ethnic
backgrounds are represented in this diverse crew. Some crew members joined when the ship was in port in

Japan, China or the Philippines. There were also 30 African Americans onboard. This diverse crew reflected
how America’s population was rapidly changing during the late 19th century.

What were their lives like?

Look at the different jobs listed alongside the names: coxswain, landsman,
fireman, coal passer, oiler and more. Just like today, sailors held a variety of Social Media
positions aboard ships. Some of these positions, like oiler, are no longer Connection #3
relevant, but many of the positions still exist. The crew also participated in
extracurricular activities, like baseball (bottom right photograph).

Maine baseball team. All members were klIIed in the explosmn,
USS Maine berth deck cooks, 1896. (LOC/Edward H. Hart) except JH Bloomer (left, back row), ca. 1898. (LOC)




* USS FORRESTAL MEMORIAL %

WALKING TOUR STOP 9
Section 46, Grave 556-558

2l

Crewmembers fighting fires on the USS Forrestal flight deck. July 29, 1967. (U.S. Navy)

On July 29, 1967, while stationed in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of Vietham, the 5,000-person crew of the
USS Forrestal prepared for another day of airstrikes against North Vietnam.

At about 10:50 a.m. local time, a Zuni rocket ignited onboard, causing a chain reaction of explosions. Initially,
the rocket launched across the flight deck and ruptured a 400-gallon fuel tank attached to an armed A-4E
Skyhawk attack jet. At that moment, a deadly fire started. As the jet fuel burned with ferocity, one of the
Skyhawk’s 1,000-1b. bombs also fell onto the deck, cracked open and began burning.

The ship’s fire crew immediately began fighting the fire, but they were unable to prevent a chain reaction of
explosions that tore into the flight deck. The fire killed 134 airmen and sailors and seriously injured another
161. It destroyed 21 aircraft. The USS Forrestal group burial marker honors 18 individuals whose remains
were not recovered or could not be identified.

A subsequent Navy investigation concluded that no one onboard the Forrestal was at fault for the fire.
However, the disaster did inspire the Navy to update its firefighting systems and to improve damage control
training for all sailors. Footage of the Forrestal fire was even used to make a video that is shown to all incoming
recruits at Recruit Training Command, as part of their damage control training.

Watch “Trial by Fire” here: https://youtu.be/TGwoHyUvOql

SERVICE BRANCH: NAVY
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Walk south from the USS Maine Memorial
across Section 46. The USS Forrestal Memorial
is in the middle of the section, near a tree.
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The burial ceremony for thel8 USS Forrestal crewmen buried at Arlington National
Cemetery, held on October 2, 1967. (NHHC)



https://youtu.be/TGwoHyUvOqI

CAPTAIN WINIFRED
QUICK COLLINS

WALKING TOURSTOP 10
Section 3, Grave 1632-C

BIRTH: November 26, 1911, Great Falls, MT
DEATH: May 5, 1999, Washington, D.C.

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE: Winifred Collins was
the third of four children born to parents who
divorced when she was around 10 years old.
Her teenage years were tumultuous, marked by
moves around the country to live with various
family members. Despite this instability, Collins
received a scholarship to attend the University
of Southern California. After graduating in 1935
with a degree in business administration, she
enrolled in a business administration graduate
program at Radcliffe College. She and four other f
women were part of the first class to graduate :
from the program. She later married Rear Naval Institute)
Admiral Howard Lyman Collins, who served on
the staff of Admiral Chester W. Nimitz during
World War Il.

CAREER: In June 1942, Radcliffe College
President Ada Comstock directed Collins to
meet with the Navy WAVES (Women Accepted
for Voluntary Emergency Service) selection
committee. Collins joined WAVES as a
commissioned officer with the rank of ensign,
the lowest officer rank in the Navy. During a
month-long orientation course at Smith College,
the commanding officer chose Collins as his

. . X 1" ] i =X v
personnel director. This shaped the rest of her I S |
career. WAVES officer Commander Irene Wolensky (left) and Director of
. WAVES Captain Winifred Collins with President John F. Kennedy,
Collins therl WorkeFi at the Bureau of Naval July 1962. (JFK Presidential Library/Abbie Rowe)
Personnel in Washington, D.C., where she
determined the training skills for WAVES SERVICE BRANCH: NAVY

candidates. In 1944, she became the district WALKING TOUR
personnel officer for the 14th Naval District at :
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. There, she oversaw the
facilities for and responsibilities of 5,000
WAVES. After World War Il, Collins organized
the transition of WAVES members from military
service to civilian life. She received the Bronze
Star for her war efforts.

Continue down Memorial
Drive and turn left on Porter
Drive. Once you reach Section
3, Collins’ gravesite is in the
fourth row up the hill.

Collins returned to Washington, D.C. in 1946 to oversee the enlistment of women into the regular Navy.
Two years later, she was one of nine women commissioned as an officer in the U.S. Navy. In 1953, Collins was
promoted to the rank of commander, becoming one of two women to hold that position. Later that year, she
became the personnel director for the 12t Naval District, the highest position held by a woman in the Navy
up to that time. In 1956, Collins served as the senior assistant to the commander in chief of naval forces in
the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean. A year later, she was promoted to the rank of captain and named
chief of naval personnel for women. She retired in 1962.

LEGACY: A pioneer for women in the military, Collins was one of the first women commissioned as an officer
in the U.S. Navy. Throughout her naval career, she implemented high standards of recruiting and introduced
reforms to improve the lives of Navy sailors.



LENAH SUTCLIFFE HIGBEE

WALKING TOURSTOP 11
Section 3, Grave 1797-WS

BIRTH: May 18, 1874, Chatham, New Brunswick,
Canada

DEATH: January 10, 1941, Winter Park, FL

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE: Born in Canada, Higbee
immigrated to the United States and attended nursing
school in New York. After she graduated in 1899, she
married U.S. Marine Corps Lieutenant Colonel John H.
Higbee and began privately practicing nursing. In April
1908 her husband died. Higbee then decided to
complete a graduate nursing course at New York’s
Fordham Hospital.

CAREER: On May 13, 1908, President Theodore
Roosevelt signed a bill creating the Navy Nurse Corps.
This was the second nurse corps in the U.S. military;
the Army established a nurse corps in 1901. Navy
nurses were required to be unmarried and between
the ages of 22 and 44. Higbee, newly widowed, joined
the Corps as one of its first “Sacred Twenty” nurses. In
April 1909, Higbee was promoted to chief nurse and
transferred from Washington, D.C. to Norfolk,
Virginia. 18202) 27N
On January 20, 1911, Higbee became the second P R
superintendent of the Navy Nurse Corps. During her R
tenure as superintendent, Higbee oversaw the Corps
through World War | and the 1918 influenza epidemic.
In 1920, she was one of four Navy nurses awarded the
Navy Cross for her World War | service. The only one
of the four who survived the flu epidemic, Higbee was
the first living woman to receive the Navy Cross. She
was honorably discharged at her own request in 1922.

LEGACY: As one of the first nurses in the Navy Nurse
Corps and its second superintendent, Higbee shaped
naval nursing. She is remembered for her leadership

during World War | and the 1918 influenza epidemic.

N

Lenah Higbee, 1918. (LOC)

SERVICE BRANCH:
NAVY
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Continue up the hill through
Section 3 to Miles Drive and
continue to the left. Higbee’s
gravesite will be on the left, five
rows from the road.

“The Sacred Twenty.” Higbee is the sixth from the left in the front row,

October 1908. (NHCC)



LIEUTENANT CO
EDOUARD

WALKING TOUR STOP 12
Section 3, Grave 4222-16

BIRTH: January 18, 1891, Cresco, |A
DEATH: January 17, 1990, Fairfax, VA

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE: Edouard Victor Michel Izac was the
youngest son of Balthazar Izac, an immigrant from the Alsace-
Lorraine region of France, and Mathilda Geuth, a first generation
German-American. Immigration officials had changed
Balthazar’s last name to Isaacs when he arrived in the United
States, and that was Edouard’s last name when he was born and
while he served in the military. He later changed it back to Izac.

Izac attended the U.S. Naval Academy, where he met Agnes
Cabell during a dance. The two were married the day after his
graduation in 1915. They had six children together.

CAREER: After graduating from the Naval Academy, Izac served
on the battleships USS Kansas and USS Florida. Shortly after the
start of World War |, Izac was assigned to the troop transport
USS Lincoln. In May 1918, as the Lincoln crossed the Atlantic
Ocean, a German U-90 submarine torpedoed the ship, and |zac
was captured as a prisoner of war.

While being transported aboard the U-90 to a prison in
Germany, lzac, who could understand German, listened to the
conversations of the submarine’s crew. He secretly gathered
crucial information on German submarine operations, and he
was determined to escape and to share what he had learned with
Allied military authorities. His Medal of Honor citation states:
“In attempting to carry out this plan, he jumped through the
window of a rapidly moving train at the imminent risk of death,
not only from the nature of the act itself but from the fire of the
armed German soldiers who were guarding him. Having been
recaptured and reconfined, Lt. Izac made a second and
successful attempt to escape, breaking his way through barbed-
wire fences and deliberately drawing the fire of the armed
guards in the hope of permitting others to escape during the
confusion. He made his way through the mountains of
southwestern Germany, having only raw vegetables for food, and
at the end, swam the River Rhine during the night in the
immediate vicinity of German sentries.®

Izac reached Switzerland on October 13, 1918. Soon after, he
reported to London and shared his submarine intelligence with
the U.S. and British navies. He then returned to the United
States, arriving on November 11, 1918 — the day World War |
ended. Izac was awarded the Medal of Honor for his bravery. He
retired from the Navy in May 1921 due to injuries from his time
as a POW.

After his retirement, Izac moved to California and became a
journalist. In November 1936, he was elected to the U.S. House
of Representatives. During his ten years in Congress, he served

MMANDER
| ZAC

Izac (seated, right) with U.S. Army officers
imprisoned at Karlsruhe, July 1918. (NHHC)

]

Congressional Committee investigating German
crimes view a German V-80M in an underground
factory, May 1945. (NARA)
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: Return to Porter Drive and
MEDAL OF HONOR [ turn right. About halfway

LCDR
S Nt S . between Roosevellt and .
AN IS 1990 Grant Drives, Izac’s gravesite
== will be on your right, two in
from the road.

on the House Naval Affairs Committee and on the U.S. delegation that inspected the liberated concentration

camps Dachau, Buchenwald and Dora in 1945. He also co-author
concentration camps.

LEGACY: Izac’s Medal of Honor action and his experiences in the

ed the Congressional report on German

war inspired his later career as a

Congressman. He advocated for veterans’ benefits and played a key role in securing funding to develop Naval
Base San Diego. Izac lived to be 100 years old; when he died in 1990, he was the last living Medal of Honor

recipient from World War |.



VICE ADMIRAL
SAMUEL LEE GRAVELY JR.

WALKING TOUR STOP 13
Section 66, Grave 7417

BIRTH: June 4, 1922, Richmond, VA
DEATH: October 22, 2004, Bethesda, MD

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE: Samuel Lee Gravely Jr.
was the oldest of five children. He attended Virginia
Union University for three years but left to join the
U.S. Naval Reserve in 1942.

CAREER: In 1943 and 1944, Gravely attended the
Navy College Training Program at the University of
California, Los Angeles and the Midshipmen’s School
at Columbia University, becoming one of the first
African American officers in the U.S. Navy. He was
assigned as the only Black officer aboard the
submarine chaser USS PC-1264, one of only two
World War Il naval ships with a predominantly Black
crew. Prior to June 1, 1942, African Americans were
barred from enlisting in the Navy as anything other ffm =
than steward’s assistants, also known as messmen. Vice Admiral Samuel L. Gravely Jr., ca. 1976. (U.S. Navy)
The Navy used the PC-1264 and the other mi B x, ‘

predominantly Black ship, the USS Mason, to s
evaluate African American service members’ ability
to perform regular naval duties.

1
3

After World War Il, Gravely was released from
active duty service, though he remained in the Navy
Reserve. He returned to Richmond, Virginia, where
he married and finished his undergraduate degree, V 4
earning a bachelor’s in history. In 1948, when ’ 2 : —
President Harry S Truman issued an executive order ehas ;
to integrate the armed forces, Gravely was recalled
to active duty and assigned to be a Navy recruiter in
Washington, D.C., as part of an effort to recruit more
African Americans. Gravely remained in the Navy
for the next 38 years, transferring from the Navy
Reserve to the regular Navy in 1955. During his
career, Gravely achieved numerous “firsts” — he was
the first African American officer to command a U.S.
Navy warship (USS Theodore E. Chandler), the first
African American to rise to the rank of vice admiral
and the first African American to command a U.S.
fleet (Commander, 3 Fleet).

Gravely speaking at the ceremony marking his promotion from
Captain to Rear Admiral. The ceremony took place June 2, 1971

LEGACY: Samuel Lee Gravely played key roles in
integrating the U.S. Navy, first as a recruitment

officer and later as an effective and respected naval aboard the USS Jouett. (NHHC)

commander. Gravely held no illusions about race

relations in the military, but that did not stop him SERVICE BRANCH: NAVY
from dedicating his career to the Navy. As he once WALKING TOUR

said in an interview, “The military did a lot for me,

and hopefully, | did some things for it”? Continue down Porter Drive. At the

intersection of Bradley and Eisenhower.
Look over Section 66 where Gravely is
buried. Section 66, like other sections in
this area, is an active burial site, so please
be mindful of funeral services and family or
friends who are grieving loved ones nearby.

it

SAMUEL LEE
GRAVELY JR
VADM
US NAVY
WORLD WAR II
KOREA
VIETNAM
JUN 4 1922
OCT 22 2004




REAR ADMIRAL
GRACE HOPPER

WALKING TOUR

STOP 14
Section 59, Grave 973

BIRTH: December 9, 1906, New York City, NY
DEATH: January 1, 1992, Arlington, VA

EARLY & PERSONAL LIFE: From an early age,
Grace Hopper loved understanding how things
worked. At age seven, she dismantled all the
alarm clocks in her family’s home in order to
understand their mechanics. Hopper’s curiosity
only grew as she aged. Hopper originally wanted

to be an engineer, but, at the time, only men were
allowed to pursue engineering. Instead, she ! B E‘

| |
studied mathematics. She earned a bachelor’s R
degree in mathematics at Vassar College and
later a Ph.D. at Yale University in the same Above: Commodore Grace Hopper, January 20, 1984. (NHHC)
subject. Upon receiving her Ph.D., Hopper Below: The first “computer bug” pasted in Hopper’s notes on
returned to Vassar to lead the mathematics September 9, 1945. (NHCC)

department. 3
p ({Zak *70 ?qr\;‘ F

1Say
CAREER: After the U.S. entered World War Il in R WMo th) in Celay -
December 1941, Hopper wanted to contribute . :__' PR -3 B
to the war effort. However, the government WPIRIRG e s 5 toxf-tbug lmn1 {wmk.

prohibited scholars in certain crucial fields, _
including mathematics, from volunteering for the On September 9, 1947, the Mark Il glitched. Hopper

military. It took over a year for Hopper to traced the problem to a moth caught in a relay wire. She
convince Vassar College to grant her a leave of “debugged” the wire and taped the moth to her report
absence. In December 1943, she enlisted in the with the caption, “First actual case of bug being found.”
Navy Women’s Reserve (WAVES). Hopper chose The term “bug” already meant “problem” in other fields,

the U.S. Navy to honor the legacy of her great- but this was its first use in relation to a computer.
grandfather, Admiral Alexander Wilson Russell.

SERVICE BRANCH: NAVY

In June 1944, after Hopper graduated at the top WAL RING o R

of her class at the Naval Reserve Midshipmen'’s
School, the Navy sent her to Harvard University
to work on the Automatic Sequence Controlled
Calculator, also known as Mark I. She was the
only woman in the lab. Mark | was the first
operating machine that could execute long
computations automatically. The Navy used data computed by Hopper and the rest of the team to develop
modern technology for warfare. Some of the weapons systems that relied on Hopper’s work included naval
guns, acoustic and magnetic mines, self-propelled rockets and the atomic bomb.

Continue down Eisenhower Drive. Hopper’s
grave is 12 rows back from Eisenhower, 25
headstones in from York Drive.

Hopper wrote the first operations manual for the Mark | and assisted with the construction of the Mark Il and
Mark Il computers for the Navy’s use after the war. Her work underscored the importance of mathematics in
warfare and provided the Navy with the tools needed to conduct modern, high-tech military operations. In
1946, the Navy denied Hopper’s request to transfer to the regular Navy because of her age, and she instead
remained in the Reserve.

Hopper retired from the Naval Reserve in 1966 but was called back to active duty seven months later to assist
with data processing for the Vietnam War. While she was only supposed to serve for six months, she remained
in the Navy for 19 years. During this part of her military career, Hopper standardized the Navy’s computer
languages, which allowed for more efficient data management systems. Hopper retired from the Navy with the
rank of rear admiral in 1986. At 79 years old, she was the oldest serving officer in the Navy at that point. In
1987, she received the Defense Distinguished Service Medal — the highest award granted to service members
who did not serve in combat roles — as well as the Legion of Merit and the Navy Meritorious Service Medal.

LEGACY: Grace Hopper was a pioneer in the field of computer science and revolutionized the Navy’s
management information systems. She credited the U.S. Navy with giving her the opportunity to succeed in a
field otherwise dominated by men.
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