ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY WALKING TOUR
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We love hearing about your visit! Share your pictures, questions,
and favorite parts of the tour on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

@ArlingtonNatl
#ANCEducation #ColdWarANC







HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Cold War began in the aftermath of World War |l (1941-1945) and ended with the collapse of the Soviet
Union and Eastern European communist regimes in the late 1980s and early 1990s — marked, most
dramatically, by the fall of the Berlin Wall on November 9, 1989.

The United States and the Soviet Union, the two East German workers reinforcing the Berlin Wall, 1961. (NARA)
dominant postwar superpowers, never directly went to =

war with one another. Yet numerous proxy wars around , ANy
the globe, involving U.S. and Soviet support, destroyed Prades- |
millions of lives. Mostly fought in the so-called “Third

World” of Asia, Latin America, and Africa, these wars
included, most prominently for the United States, the
Korean War and the Vietnam War. Yet the Cold War’s
“hot” wars also involved superpower-backed coups and
military interventions in such nations as Guatemala,
Iran, Chile, Angola, and Afghanistan (to name just a few).
These conflicts compll‘cgte the standard narratlve of the Company D, 1% Battalion, 215 Infantry Regiment moves o the
Cold War as a competition between the United States rear to rest in Korea, July 15, 1950. (NARA)

and the Soviet Union, communism versus capitalism.

__—-_-—

Although the United States and the Soviet Union
emerged, after World War Il, as “super-states”, the Cold
War was truly global in scope. It led to the creation of
new international alliances, including the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) and the Warsaw Pact (the
alliance of communist, Soviet-backed states in Eastern
Europe). Beyond the “iron curtain” divide of western
Europe, other geopolitical powers also emerged—most
significantly, China, which tested its first nuclear
weapon in 1949 and played a key role in both the
Korean and the Vietnam Wars.

Within the United States, the Cold War shaped everyday life. The nuclear threat prompted an idealization of
the nuclear family — suburban, middle-class households with traditional gender roles — as an escape from a
world in peril. Children participated in “duck and cover” nuclear attack drills at school; many families built
fallout shelters in their backyards; and a notion of the “American way of life” emerged, which valorized
material consumption and conformity to mainstream cultural norms. Meanwhile, fears of communism
escalated into a wide-ranging “red scare” — exemplified, most notably, in Senator Joseph McCarthy’s 1953-
1954 hearings, which accused members of the State Department, the U.S. Army, and other government
offices of being influenced by communism.

In Washington, D.C., the Korean War Veterans Memorial and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial poignantly
honor American service members who died in those conflicts. No Cold War memorial stands on the National
Mall. However, the history of the Cold War is imprinted onto the landscape of Arlington National Cemetery.
Thousands of headstones, as well as memorials, mark those who served and sacrificed in Korea and Vietnam.
The cemetery also includes other, non-traditional Cold War casualties, including a service member who lost
his life in a nuclear accident. Many prominent leaders of Cold War U.S. military and foreign policy are buried
here, including Robert S. McNamara, Maxwell Taylor, and John Foster Dulles. Explore their stories in this tour.

(R-L): NATO Meeting, undated. (NARA); President Dwight D. Eisenhower addresses the nation on the crisis in the Middle East, October 31,
1956. (NARA); Crowd outside a radio shop listens for news of President Kennedy, November 22, 1963. (LOC/Orlando Fernandez); Coretta
Scott King leads a march against the Vietham War in Washington, D.C., October 15, 1969. (LOC)



SPECIALIST

RICHARD MCKINLEY

WALKING TOURSTOP 1
Section 31, Grave 472

BIRTH: December 2, 1933, Union City, IN
DEATH: January 3, 1961, Butte County, ID

BACKGROUND: The white marble headstone of
Spc. 4 Richard Leroy McKinley may look like the
other headstones in Section 31. It marks
Arlington National Cemetery's only radioactive
grave and the story of America’s first fatal
nuclear accident.

McKinley grew up in Kenton, Ohioin alarge
family. In 1951, he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force
and served in Korea. McKinley married Caroline
Dick from his hometown on June 1, 1956, and
together they had two children. One year later,
he enlisted in the U.S. Army. By 1961, he was
serving as an operator at the U.S. National
Reactor Testing Station located just outside of
Idaho Falls, Idaho. The site was established in McKinley in the 1953 Colorado State University yearbook.
order to build and test nuclear reactors including (Find a Grave/Dissident Aggressor)

the experimental Stationary Low-Power Reactor
Number One (SL-1) design. I_EST WE FORGET
) B N YA . 7 (

THE NUCLEAR ACCIDENT: On January 3, 1961,
following a 10-day closure for the holidays and
maintenance, operators returned to work at the
reactor station. Shortly after 9:00 p.m., a steam
explosion erupted in the SL-1 reactor and an
alarm sounded. When responders arrived at the
reactor at 10:35 p.m., they found dangerously
high levels of radiation and three men — Army
Spc. John Arthur Byrnes, Navy Seabee Richard
Carlton Legg, and McKinley - lying on the
ground. Byrnes and Legg were already dead;
McKinley miraculously survived the initial blast
but died shortly after being placed in an
ambulance. He was 27 years old.
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From the Welcome
Center, turn right onto

po L Eisenhower Drive and :
RICHARD . ) g
n‘:_cr,gf;v pass the Military SL_I I — 3 ._.6
e Women'’s Memorial. Turn
Hera left on Custis Walk and
P o Sk walk up the stairs. Turn ,
- R - : . A 1981 safet ter feat th top of the SL-1
A pecoungh 319 : ' left on Sheridan Drive. At 981 safety poster featuring the damaged top of the S

reactor vessel after the 1961 explosion.

the footpath, turn left (Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory)

into Section 31. On the
right, McKinley’s grave is
the second plot in the
third row from the road.

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE



SPECIALIST

RICHARD MCKINLEY

An investigation by the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) later revealed that the explosion was caused
by one of the operators pulling the reactor’s central control rod too far out of its housing, causing a
power surge and a steam explosion. Investigators found no conclusive reason to explain why a certified
reactor operative raised the control rod too high. Some speculate that it may have been the result of an
attempt to free a stuck rod while others say it was the result of human error. Regardless, of whether
this action was intentional or not, the design was flawed and needed to be updated so that the
movement of a single control rod would not spark an explosion.

While Byrnes and Legg were buried in their hometowns, McKinley’s wife requested for him to be
buried at Arlington National Cemetery, citing his Korean War service. Due to the high levels of
radiation in his body, McKinley did not have a typical funeral. On January 25, 1961, family members
watched the eight-minute funeral from 20 feet away. After Taps played, McKinley’s double lead-lined
casket, encased in concrete and surrounded by a metal vault, was lowered into a 10-foot grave. Then,
an additional foot of concrete was poured atop his casket. Today, his gravesite is safe to visit, but his
file contains an eerie warning:

“Victim of nuclear accident. Body is contaminated with long-life radio-active isotopes. Under no
circumstance will the body be removed from this location without prior approval of the AEC in
consultation with this headquarters.”

LEGACY: Richard McKinley was one of three victims of the United States’ first nuclear accident — a
casualty of the Cold War as much as those who died in the various “hot wars” fought during the era.
The accident led to investigations into nuclear safety procedures around the country, as well as a new
reactor design to prevent a similar accident from occurring.

The Nuclear Race

Nuclear technological competition was a major part of the Cold War. Known as the “Father of the
Nuclear Navy,” Admiral Hyman Rickover (Section 5, Grave 7000-NH) led the Navy’s Naval Reactors
division from 1949 to 1982 and oversaw the development of the nation’s first nuclear submarines,
including the USS Nautilus (SSN-571). Captain William Anderson (Section 66, Grave 62) commanded
the USS Nautilus on the first undersea voyage to cross the North Pole on August 3, 1958.

Nuclear technology is also dangerous. Considered the world’s most technologically advanced nuclear-
powered submarine of its day, the USS Thresher (SSN-593) was also the first nuclear submarine to
sink, killing all 129 personnel aboard. USS Thresher National Commemorative Monument is located
in Section 2.

APRIL 10 1963

IN HONOR OF THE 129 MEN LOST
ABOARD USS THRESHER (SSN-593)
AND THEIR SUBSAFE

USS Thresher Memorial, 2019.
(ANC/Elizabeth Fraser)
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Rickover inspecting the USS Nautilus, Anderson keeping watch as the USS Nautilus
ca. 1954. (Atomic Heritage Foundation)  navigates through the Arctic, 1958. (National
Archives)



PRESIDENT
JOHN F. KENNEDY

WALKING TOUR STOP 2
Section 45, Grave S-45

BIRTH: May 29, 1917, Brookline, MA
DEATH: November 22, 1963, Dallas, TX

The Cold War defined John F. Kennedy’s presidency from 1961 to
1963. While Kennedy was president, tensions between the
United States and the Communist world escalated, he announced
the goal for Americans to land on the moon by the end of the
decade, and the threat of nuclear war felt closer than ever
(particularly during the Cuban Missile Crisis of October 1962).

In this context of global uncertainty, the nation’s 35th president, President John F. Kennedy portrait in the Oval
and its youngest, embodied a sense of hope, vitality, and national Office, 1963. (NARA/Cecil W. Stoughton)
renewal. His inaugural address — with its famous line, “Ask not
what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country” — infused a new spirit of civic
responsibility into Americans, particularly the younger generations who would lead the protest movements
and dramatic social transformations of the 1960s. The president’s inspiring rhetoric translated into
landmark programs and reforms: the creation of the Peace Corps (1961); the development of the space
program, including the first American space mission (1961) and moon landing (1969); and an unprecedented
federal commitment to civil rights, most significantly the Civil Rights Act of 1964, enacted after the
president’s death, but to which he had been committed to passing. Meanwhile, the handsome young
president, glamorous First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy, and their small children became cultural icons who
embodied vigor, charisma, and the “Camelot” image of a perfect nuclear family in the White House.

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE
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L: Women Strike for Peace protest near the United Nations in New York City, 1962. (LOC); R: Kennedy shakes Soviet Union Chairman
Nikita Khrushchev’s hand at the Vienna Summit, 1961. (NARA),; Below: Kennedy signs the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, 1963. (NARA)
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Return to Sheridan Drive and turn left. At the intersection with
Weeks Drive, turn right and follow the walkway to Kennedy’s grave.




PRESIDENT

JOHN F. KENNEDY

John F. Kennedy and Arlington National Cemetery

The creation of the John F. Kennedy gravesite — one of the most-visited and poignant memorials at
Arlington National Cemetery — forever changed Arlington’s landscape.

Kennedy joined the U.S. Naval Reserve in October 1941, just two months before Japan bombed Pearl
Harbor and the United States entered World War Il. On August 2, 1943, while on a nighttime patrol,
Kennedy’s PT-190 collided with a Japanese destroyer, which cut the boat in two. Two crew members died,
but Kennedy (although wounded) helped save eleven others. The survivors swam for 15 hours until they
reached an island, where they remained for six days before being rescued. For these heroic actions,
Kennedy received the Navy and Marine Corps Medal, as well as the Purple Heart.

President Kennedy made his first official visit to Arlington National Cemetery on Veterans Day (November
11) in 1961, when he addressed a crowd of thousands in Memorial Amphitheater and placed a wreath at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. He returned again in wreath-laying ceremonies on Memorial Day and
Veterans Day in 1963 — the latter, eleven days prior to his assassination.

Around 12:30 p.m. on November 22, 1963, President Kennedy was shot as he rode in a motorcade in Dallas,
Texas during a fundraising trip. He died at a hospital shortly thereafter. On November 25, 1963, President
John F. Kennedy was laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery. He remains one of only two presidents
buried at ANC; the other is William Howard Taft, who died in 1930.

President Kennedy'’s televised state funeral, watched by millions, led to an unprecedented increase in
requests for burials at Arlington. The cemetery, long revered as a sacred site of mourning and memory, now
emotionally resonated with the American public on a new level. First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy lit the
eternal flame at the gravesite. She was inspired by the eternal flame at France’s Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, beneath the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. The flame connects President Kennedy to America’s Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier, a short distance away.

The eternal flame also recalls words from Kennedy’s inaugural address: “In the long history of the world,
only a few generations have been granted the role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger....
The energy, the faith, the devotion which we can bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who
serve it — and the glow from that fire can truly light the world.” Quotations from the inaugural address and
other speeches are inscribed into the granite walls surrounding the gravesite.

Other Kennedy family members are buried or memorialized nearby, including Mrs. Kennedy Onassis; two of
the couple’s children who died as infants; and brothers Sen. Edward Kennedy, Sen. Robert Kennedy and
Joseph P. Kennedy Jr., all of whom served in the military.

Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara President Kennedy and Secretary McNamara meet in

Robert Strange McNamara (1916-2009) served as the
Secretary of Defense from 1961 to 1968 under Presidents
John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson. McNamara was a
key adviser to President Kennedy including during the
Cuban Missile Crisis, in Cold War strategy, and in the build-
up of U.S. forces in South Vietnam. After President
Kennedy’s assassination, McNamara advocated that the
president’s place of burial be at Arlington National Cemetery
and not at the family’s plot in Holywood Cemetery in
Brookline, MA. Ultimately, Mrs. Jaqueline Kennedy agreed.
After the president’s televised funeral at ANC, the requests
for burial at the cemetery increased dramatically. McNamara
ordered a study and discovered that ANC would run out of
space for new burials by 1980 if drastic measures were not
taken. As a result, eligibility requirements became much
more restrictive at ANC compared to other national
cemeteries, the cemetery expanded to the east for new
burial spaces, and Columbarium Courts were created to
provide for above ground inurnment of cremated remains. In
this way, McNamara truly shaped the future of ANC for the
remainder of the 20th century and well into the 21st century
as well. After his death, McNamara’s family requested that
his eligible burial at ANC be located to President Kennedy.
He is buried in Section 2 very near Kennedy’s gravesite.




MARGUERITE

HIGGINS HALL

.

WALKING TOUR
STOP 3

Section 2, Grave
4705-B

BIRTH: September 3, 1920, Hong Kong

DEATH: January 3, 1966, Washington,
D.C.

BACKGROUND: Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist Marguerite Higgins covered
World War Il, the Korean War, and the
Vietnam War. Higgins' Irish-American
father met her French mother during
World War | in Paris. After the war,
they moved to Hong Kong, where
Higgins was born. When Higgins was
three years old, her family moved to
Oakland, California. Higgins graduated
from the University of California,
Berkeley in 1941. She then moved to
New York City to pursue a career in
journalism, earning a master's degree in
journalism from Columbia University.

CAREER: In 1942, Higgins became the ‘ . A W S "x
Columbia University campus ' TR D
correspondent for the New York Marguerite Higgins as a war correspondent in Korea, October 1950.
Herald Tribune, which led to a full-time (Syracuse University Libraries/Carl Mydans)
reporting position after she graduated.

In the fall of 1944, toward the end of World War |1, Higgins secured her dream job and joined the Tribune’s

ranks of foreign war correspondents in Europe. Over the next few years, she reported on the liberation of

the Dachau and Buchenwald concentration camps, the capture of Hitler's home, Berchtesgaden, and the
Nuremberg trials. She also spent several years after the war traveling behind the Iron Curtain and reporting

on the Soviet Union’s takeover of Poland and Czechoslovakia, as well as its blockade of Berlin.

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE

“It was undoubtedly fortunate for me that so many
persons envisaged Berlin primarily in terms of acres of
ruins and shortages of food and coal. ... For although the
term ‘cold war’ had not yet been invented, | thought even
at that time that Berlin, being the focal point of Russian-
American relations, was far more exciting than the more
sought-after bureaus in European capitals.”’

- Marguerite Higgins in News is a Singular Thing y

COLD WAR
WALKING TOUR

Return to Sheridan Dr and turn
right. On the left, Higgins’ grave
is near the middle of the first
row and just to the left of
several large headstones.

el

Marguerite Higgins, circa 1950.
(Syracuse University Libraries)




MARGUERITE

HIGGINS HALL

When the Korean War broke out in 1950, Higgins was one of the first reporters — and the only female
reporter — on the front lines of the fighting. She fled Seoul with American troops in June 1950, landed on
Inchon as part of an amphibious assault in September, and followed Marines beyond the 38th Parallel

during the Battle of Chosin Reservoir in December. She received the Pulitzer for reporting on the Korean
Warin 1951.

“[U]ntil the moment | was en route to
the beach [at Inchon] | was so
consumed with the effort of merely
making sure that | could cover the story
that | had no time or energy left for
hesitation. ... the hesitation came as
usual when it was much too late.”

- Marguerite Higgins in News is a
Singular Thing

“[T]Ihe main difference between a
newsman and a soldier in Korea was
that the soldier in combat had to get
out of his hold and go after the enemy,
whereas the correspondent had the
privilege of keeping his head down.
...[MJany of us frequently went out on
patrol. We felt it was the only honest
way of covering the war. The large
number of correspondents killed or
captured in Korea is testimony to the
dangers to which scores willingly
subjected themselves.”

-Higgins in War in Korea: The Report of a
Woman Combat Correspondent

After Korea, Higgins interviewed world leaders, traveled to the Soviet Union, and worked at the Tribune’s
Washington bureau. In 1963, she returned to the frontlines to cover the war in Vietnam. While in Vietnam
in 1965, Higgins contracted a parasitic disease and died on January 3, 1966, at age 45. She is buried with
her second husband, Lt. Gen. William Evens Hall, U.S. Air Force.

LEGACY: Higgins' reporting in Korea helped illuminate the United States’ early lack of preparedness in the
war. She was committed to reporting what she saw on the ground - both to give voice to service members
and so that the American public could know the full story of the war.

Higgins gained fame not only for her exemplary reporting, but also because she was a female war
correspondent. The Tribune’s management and U.S. military officers repeatedly tried to expel Higgins from
Korea due to her gender, but she continually fought for and won her right to report. Higgins blazed a trail
for female war correspondents and still serves as inspiration to many female reporters.

Marguerite Higgins as a war correspondent in Korea, October 1950. (Syracuse University Libraries/Carl Mydans)



* WOMEN IN THE MILITARY %

Throughout the Cold War, Marguerite Higgins was part of a very small group of American
women permitted to visit the frontlines of combat. This is because, at that time, women were
prohibited from serving in combat. However, just because women did not serve in front-line
combat positions, does not mean they did not serve.

In 1948, the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act granted women the ability to serve as permanent,
regular members in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and newly established Air Force. Since the American
Revolution, women had always served in or alongside the military during times of war; however, this act
guaranteed their permanent right to equal treatment and opportunity within the armed services.

A number of women who trailblazed this new path are buried at Arlington National Cemetery.

Captain Joy Bright Hancock (1898-1986) — Commissioned as a lieutenant in the Navy's Women's
Reserve (commonly known as WAVES, Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service) in 1942,
Capt. Joy Bright Hancock became one of the first women to be sworn into the regular Navy following
the Women’s Armed Service Integration Act of 1948. (Section 30, Grave 2138-RH)

Major General Marcelite Jordan Harris (1943-2018) — Major General Harris retired in 1997 as the
highest-ranking female officer in the Air Force and the highest ranking African American woman in the
Department of Defense. (Section 30, Grave 621)

Major General Jeanne M. Holm (1921-2010) — Holm enlisted in the Army in 1942, soon after the
establishment of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC). She transferred to the Air Force in 1949
and was appointed director of Women in the Air Force (WAF) in 1965. During her tenure as director,
policies affecting women were updated, WAF strength more than doubled, and job and assignment
opportunities greatly expanded. (Section 45, Grave 245)

Rear Admiral Grace Hopper (1906-1992) — Hopper pioneered the field of computer science. As
director of the Navy Programming Languages Group in the Navy's Office of Information System
Planning from 1967 to 1977, she revolutionized the Navy’s management information systems. Hopper
credited the U.S. Navy with giving her the opportunity to succeed in a field otherwise dominated by
men. (Section 59, Grave 973):

Brigadier General Hazel W. Johnson-Brown (1927-2011) — The first African American woman general
in the U.S. Army, Johnson-Brown became chief of the Army Nurse Corps in 1979. She joined the Army as
anursein 1955, and served as a staff nurse in Japan and chief nurse in South Korea. From 1976 to 1978,
she directed the Walter Reed Army Institute of Nursing. (Section 60, Grave 9836)

To learn more about women in the military, visit the Military Women’s Memorial. Though not administered by
Arlington National Cemetery, it is located on cemetery grounds at the end of Memorial Avenue.

REFLECT
 Why isitimportant to have diversity — gender, race, economic, etc. — in the military?

« Before the Women's Armed Service Integration Act, women were only able to serve in the military during
wartime. In what ways could the change to full-time permanent service impact both the military and the
careers of individual women?

Not only did opportunities for women in the military expand in
the Cold War era, but also opportunities for people of color
expanded. One month after the Women’s Armed Services
Integration Act granted women the right to serve in the military,
President Harry S Truman signed Executive Order 9981, which
prohibited racial discrimination in the U.S. armed forces.


https://womensmemorial.org/

GENERAL DANIEL
“CHAPPIE” JAMES JR.

WALKING TOUR STOP 4
Section 2, Grave 4968-B

BIRTH: February 11, 1920, Pensacola, FL
DEATH: February 25, 1978, Colorado Springs, CO

BACKGROUND: A fighter pilot in both the Korean
and Vietnam Wars, James was the first African
American to obtain the rank of four-star general in
any branch of the military. James was the last of 17
children born in Pensacola, Florida, to Daniel and
Lillie Anna James. His mother, unimpressed with
the segregated public schools, established a
private school for African American students,
where James received a quality education. James
later attended the Tuskegee Institute, a historically
Black university where he met his wife, Dorothy.
The two married on November 3, 1942, and had
two sons (one of whom joined the Air Force and
served in Vietnam) and one daughter.

CAREER: While attending the Tuskegee Institute,
James enrolled in a government-sponsored flight
training program for African American aviators.
This program produced the renowned “Tuskegee
Airmen” of World War 1. James graduated in 1942
but remained at the campus to serve as an
instructor in the Army Air Forces Aviation Cadet
Program.

In July 1950, shortly after the United States

. COLD WAR
entered the Korean War, James was assigned to : e

WALKING TOUR

Korea, where he flew 101 combat missions in F-51 w”’z o
and F-80 fighter aircraft. L VF Walk back toward Kennedy’s

_ _ s el gravesite and turn right on Grant
During the Vietnam War, James conducted 78 ﬂuy"ﬁﬁﬁ%?ﬁiﬁi"%&&?ﬁ ™% Dr.James’ headstone is three rows
combat missions into North Vietnam. On January ”‘::,ﬁ?ggﬁ,};jf\]@géagngn. x back from Roosevelt Drive, the
2,1967, James participated in Operation Bolo, a Ei 4 iy first plot in from Grant Dr.

mission which famously used deception to shoot

down a number of North Vietnamese MiG fighters.

Enemy MiG aircraft had been targeting American bombers. Colonel Robin Olds ordered a group of F-4s to
mimic the flight formation and altitude of bombers. A group of North Vietnamese MiGs took the bait, and in
the ensuing engagement, seven MiGs were shot down; none of the American F-4s were lost.

In 1970, James became a deputy assistant secretary of defense for public affairs. On September 1, 1975, he
received a promotion to four-star general and was assigned as commander in chief, North American
Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD). Established in 1957 in response to Cold War tensions, NORAD
coordinates Canadian and American air defense. James retired from the Air Force on February 1, 1978.

LEGACY: During his career, James earned the nickname "Black Eagle" for his sharp flying skills and his
impermeable patriotism despite enduring segregation and discrimination. As the military was changing, he
was able to take advantage of increased opportunities, becoming the first African American to obtain the
rank of four-star general in any branch of the military. His career bridged much of the Cold War and
included service in Korea and Vietnam as well as commanding defensive capabilities in North America.

Top: Gen. Daniel James Jr. gives his son, Lt. Gen. Daniel James Il the Distinguished Flying Cross. (USAF/Erich B. Smith)
Bottom: Lt. James stands next to a P-51 Mustang in Korea. (USAF)



GENERAL
LEWIS HERSHEY

WALKING TOURSTOP 5
Section 7, Grave 8197-D

BIRTH: September 12, 1893, Steuben County, IN
DEATH: May 20, 1977, Angola, IN

BACKGROUND: As director of the Selective Service
System (the draft) during World War 1, the Korean
War, and the Vietham War, Hershey deeply believed in
military service for all men during both peacetime and
war. While he never faced combat, he believed that an
all-volunteer force was not feasible for modern
warfare and inadequate for the training of recruits.

Hershey grew up in rural Indiana and graduated from
high school in 1910. He then enrolled at what is now
Trine University to pursue a career in education. He
graduated in 1914 and accepted a job at a local high
school. In 1918, he married Ellen Dygert. They had
four children.

CAREER: Hershey enlisted in the Indiana National
Guardin 1911 and served on the U.S.-Mexico border
in 1916. In August 1916, pursuant to orders, he
established a recruiting station in New Albany,
Indiana. During World War |, he deployed to France,
but did not experience combat. After the war, he was
commissioned in the regular Army, as an artillery
officer, in 1920.

In 1936, Hershey was appointed as secretary and e _
executive officer of the Army and Navy Selective Hershey oversees the nationwide draft lottery as Director of the
Service Committee — set up to determine how a Selective Service, 1969 (LOC/Marion S. Trikosko)

Selective Service System could be established if the
United States were to enter a future war. Its
recommendations formed the basis of the Selective
Service and Service Training Act (the nation’s first
peacetime draft) passed in 1940. In 1941, President

COLD WAR
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From Chappie James’ gravesite,
turn right and follow Roosevelt Dr

Selective Service System, a position he held until 911 INTED STATES Y 1573 Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

Before reaching the Ave that leads
to the Tomb, you will see a section
of headstones that face the road.
Hershey’s grave is four rows up from
the road, in a small row with two
other headstones.

1970. During World War |l and throughout his career,
Hershey advocated for a decentralized draft, with
local boards determining who would serve.

The 1940 Selective Service System legislation expired
in 1947, despite Hershey’s arguments for a postwar
system of universal military training. Only a year later,
however, Congress enacted new draft legislation — at President Harry S Truman’s request — in response to
the escalating Cold War. Hershey then again became director of the Selective Service System, including
during the Korean and Vietnam Wars. His advocacy of the draft during the Vietnam War proved highly
controversial, as draft protests (and protests against the war generally) occurred around the country. In
October 1969, President Richard Nixon announced that Hershey would step down the following February.
He subsequently became an advisor to the president on military manpower mobilization, a position he held
until 1973, when he retired from the Army.

LEGACY: Despite having never served in combat, Gen. Lewis B. Hershey made lasting contributions to U.S.
military and social history. He planned and oversaw the national Selective Service System through three
wars, conscripting more than 20 million men. Throughout his career, Hershey advocated universal military
training during both peace and war, as well as a decentralized draft that would be administered by local draft
boards. Induction into the draft expired on July 1, 1973, and registration was suspended on April 1, 1975 by
Presidential Proclamation 4360.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Thomas Taylor and General Maxwell Taylor meet in Vietnam.jpg.

Page 14: Yoichi R. Okamoto, Advisors: General Maxwell Taylor, April 2, 1965, National Archives,
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/192553.

Page 15: Robert Knudsen, President John F. Kennedy with EXCOMM Committee Members, January 25, 1963, John F.
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, https://www.ifklibrary.org/asset-
viewer/archives/JFKWHP/1963/Month%2001/Day%2025/JFKWHP-1963-01-25-E?image_identifier=JFKWHP-KN-
26280.

Page 16: President Eisenhower places medal of honor on each casket, May 30, 1958, U.S. Army,
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Page 18: Impact Publications, The Red Iceberg (1960), 1960, Wikimedia Commons,
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regiment/.
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Page 20: Iranian students climb up U.S. embassy gates in Tehran, November 4, 1979, Wikimedia Commons,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Iran_hostage crisis -
Iraninan_students comes up U.S. embassy in Tehran.jpg.

Page 21: ‘A’ Squadron, Delta Force poses in front of an American flag, April 1980, Department of Defense,
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by their captorsin Iran, January 5, 1981, Department of Defense, https://www.britannica.com/event/lran-hostage-
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Page 22: Elizabeth Fraser, Vietnam Helicopter Pilot and Crewmember Monument Dedication Ceremony, April 18,
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Page 23: John Foster Dulles, U.S. Secretary of State, undated, Department of State,
https://www.flickr.com/photos/statephotos/2358513061/.
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Page 23: Photograph of Dwight D. Eisenhower and John Foster Dulles Meeting, August 14, 1956, National Archives,
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/594350.
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undated, National Archives, https://catalog.archives.gov/id/594953.

Page 24: President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles (from left) greet South Vietnam's
President Ngo Dinh Diem at Washington National Airport, May 8, 1957, National Archives,
https.//catalog.archives.gov/id/542189.

Page 25: The Decision to Go to the Moon, May 25, 1961, National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
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Page 25: Aldrin poses for a portrait, July 20, 1969, National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
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Page 26: Portrait - Prime and Backup Crews - Astronaut Edward H. White |1, April 1, 1966, National Aeronautics and
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Page 27: Capt. Francis Gary Powers, undated, National Air and Space Museum, https://airandspace.si.edu/support/wall-
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Page 28: Stephanie Czech Rader, undated, Central Intelligence Agency, https://www.cia.gov/stories/story/what-the-
heck-was-i-gonna-do-with-a-dumb-gun-the-derring-do-of-stephanie-czech-rader/.

Page 29: ElImore B. Goodwin, undated, Dignity Memorial, https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/alexandria-
va/elmore-goodwin-7867624.

Page 30: P Coffins of Spanish-American war dead, 1898, Library of Congress,
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2007682428/.

Page 30: AMC Band bids farewell to fallen Korean War hero 4/8, September 14, 2015, U.S. Army,
https://www.army.mil/article/175414/amc _band bids farewell to fallen korean war hero.

Page 31: Captain Humbert Roque "Rocky" Versace, undated, Congressional Medal of Honor Society,
https://www.cmohs.org/recipients/humbert-roque-rocky-versace#media-gallery.
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https://www.cmohs.org/recipients/humbert-roque-rocky-versace#media-gallery
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